
Romal’s story begins as an inner-city 
kid from the California Bay Area. The 
son of a drug addicted mother and 
an absentee father, Romal never lived 
anywhere long enough to call any place 
home. He learned the “art of the hustle” 
at an early age. From panhandling on 
the streets to enlisting in the Army to 
achieving a master’s degree in Divinity 
from Duke University, he beat the 
odds that were stacked against him, 
or so he thought. After a string of 
successful positions working with some 
of America’s elite business and political 
leaders, Romal realized that he needed 
to face the past and heal the wounds 
that continued to linger and were 
keeping him from experiencing the true 
joy of his success. Eventually, he found his 
life’s mission – “I help hurting people find 
healing.” As an author and speaker, Romal 
has become a global leader who guides 
individuals, organizations, and institutions 
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to recover from setbacks and 
achieve success by honoring their 
unique stories. Romal has supported 
the work of Open City Advocates 
since 2009 and now hopes to inspire 
others to do the same. 
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You faced a number of 
challenges growing up. Do 

you see any part of yourself 
in the young people served 

by Open City Advocates?

Definitely. Throughout my life, I have 
wrestled with survivor’s guilt. I’m deeply 
grateful for the life I have now but I’m also 
well aware that many, if not most, of the 
young men I grew up with were not so 
fortunate. Many ended up in a cycle of 
incarceration, dead, addicted to drugs, or 
just simply gave up on any dreams they 
had for a better life because they couldn’t 
do it alone and no one showed up to help 
them. I’ve never been incarcerated but I 
feel it’s my responsibility to help African 
American teens who may have made a 
bad choice that led to their incarceration 
overcome the labeling and judgment that 
often make it hard to live beyond your 
past and prepare for a brighter future. 
I also know that these young men and 

women need someone or some 
group of people fighting for them in a 
system that makes it very difficult to 
get your life back. When I support the 
work of OCA through my giving, I’m 
playing a part in its work to help these 
young people knock the dust off their 
dreams, find the hope and resilience 
that leads to a brighter future not just 
for themselves, but for their families 
and communities. Not to mention 
the significant work OCA is doing 
to address and change significant 
issues with the justice system. All of us 
benefit from the work of OCA when 
these things happen. 



If you had connected with an 
organization like Open City 

Advocates when you were a 
teen, might that have made a 

difference in your life?  
If so, how?

If I had connected with an organization 
like OCA when I was a teen and more 
specifically if many of my friends had 
connected with a similar organization, it 
very likely would have saved individual 
lives and families. I have family members 
and friends who gave up on their fights 
with the courts and legal system. They 
were overwhelmed by the process and 
how difficult it is to have a voice, receive 
good representation or understand 
their rights. In the end, many gave up. 
Their spirits were broken. The absence 

of anyone caring enough to show up 
and fight for them solidified a belief 
that no one cares. OCA would have 
made a significant difference not 
just through the work of mentoring 
teens caught up in the legal system, 
but their presence would have 
sent a message to families and the 
community that we are not alone 
and people do care. Hope in a 
neighborhood like where I grew up 
is a powerful tool for change. 

“My hope is that others will be compelled to support teens through 
investing in OCA. The work and the lives of these young people 
matter to all of us, whether we live in Washington, DC, or not.”

You are now encouraging 
other people to contribute 

to Open City Advocates. 
Why should others invest in 

Open City Advocates?

Typically I don’t talk about the financial 
investments I make with OCA and 
others. I felt it was in poor taste to do 
so and I didn’t need to feed my ego by 
letting the world know about it. But this 
is different. I’m not doing it for myself. 
It’s about sharing the story of why I give 
and why I care so much with the hope 
that it will inspire others to do the same. 
It’s about why it matters; my friends and 
everyone who follows my work should 
be aware of the issues and people I 
care about. My hope is that others will 
be compelled to support teens through 
investing in OCA. The work and the lives 
of these young people matter to all of 
us, whether we live in Washington, DC, 
or not. What happens in our respective 

communities matters and each of 
us should do what we can where 
we are; but what happens in the 
lives of people no matter where 
they are is just as significant. We’re a 
global community and I believe we 
are all connected. It isn’t about how 
much you invest. It’s about aligning 
your values with your actions and 
investing in the lives of people you 
care about. I care about teens like 
those OCA is helping no matter 
where they are, so I’m telling the 
story and asking others to join me 
in showing up for them through our 
giving to let them know they are not 
alone. 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for 
updates throughout the year!

@OpenCityAdv

@OpenCityAdvocates

JOIN OPEN CITY ADVOCATES IN OUR MISSION. TREAT THE YOUNG 
PEOPLE IN OUR JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM LIKE YOU WOULD YOUR 
OWN. BELIEVE IN THEM. CARE FOR THEM. INVEST IN THEM.


