
Over the past year, we have provided 
40 teens and young adults over 1,200 
hours of holistic mentoring and advocacy 
services as they navigate our juvenile 
and criminal justice systems. They have 
leveraged our support to earn vocational 
certificates, graduate from high school, find 
jobs, and move into their own apartments. 
Each achievement was hard won and 
took incredible strength, commitment, and 
courage on the part of our clients,  
mentor-advocates, and staff. Together, we 
are dismantling the revolving doors of jails 
and prisons, and propelling our  
clients forward on their path towards  
a successful adulthood.

Our Clients.  
Their Achievements.
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When the government suggested sending 
“Julian” to the DC Jail as a sanction for 
intermittently attending school, our staff 
brought the judge’s attention to Julian’s 
special education needs. Rather than locking 
him up, the judge applauded Julian for  
sticking with an educational program  
despite challenges.

“Antoine” wanted to end his life and texted 
his mentor-advocate with these thoughts. 
Within 30 minutes, the two were talking 
about life’s stressors while bowling.  When 
they parted ways,  Antoine was smiling, felt 
good about himself, and the pair had plans to 
go together the next morning for an intake 
appointment at a local counseling office.

Donor of the Year 
We are delighted to announce Romal Tune 
as our 2018 Donor of the Year! Romal has 
financially supported the teenagers in our 
program since 2009, served as a member of 
our Board of Directors, and is now partnering 

with us to match first-time gifts up to $10,000 

if you give by the end of 2018! Romal knows 
firsthand the challenges our clients face; 
he and his childhood friends struggled in 
communities where so many got caught up 
“in a cycle of incarceration, dead, addicted to 
drugs, or just simply gave up on any dream 
they had for a better life because they 
couldn’t do it alone and no one showed 
up to help them.” But Romal also knows 
that by supporting Open City Advocates, 
he is “[helping] these young men knock the 
dust off their dreams, find the hope and 
resilience that leads to a brighter future not 
just for themselves, but for their families and 
communities.” 

Read our full interview with Romal and join 
him in supporting Open City Advocates by 
visiting www.OpenCityAdvocates.org/Donate.

2018 UPDATE

When our staff saw an Instagram post that 
“Amari” was in the hospital battling  
for his life due to a chronic illness, we 
cancelled our plans, picked up lunch,  
and visited him in the ICU to lift his spirits.  
The next day, we delivered a medical timer 
to help remind him to take his medication. 
Today,  Amari is home and on a new 
medication management plan thanks to our 
Skadden Legal Fellow’s advocacy with his 
insurance provider.



Impact Litigation

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for 
updates throughout the year!

@OpenCityAdv

@OpenCityAdvocates

JOIN OPEN CITY ADVOCATES IN OUR MISSION. 
TREAT THE YOUNG PEOPLE IN OUR JUVENILE JUSTICE 
SYSTEM LIKE YOU WOULD YOUR OWN. BELIEVE IN 
THEM. CARE FOR THEM. INVEST IN THEM.

www.OpenCityAdvocates.org/Donate

We continue to push for systemic improvements in our juvenile justice system! 
We are waiting for a decision from the DC Court of Appeals on our case arguing 
for children to have access to legal counsel after they have been sentenced and 
are under juvenile supervision. Stay tuned!

Child Victim or 
Juvenile Offender?

Open City Advocates was established in 2005 
to serve young people who DC’s court system 
had determined were juvenile offenders. Over 
the past year, however, we began challenging that 
label as our own data showed that our clients 
could just as easily be seen as victims. A review 
of our clients’ court-ordered evaluations, juvenile 
records, and our internal case records showed 
that 93% of our clients are primary victims of 
crime and the other 7% are secondary victims 
of crime. In other words, 100% of our clients 
have been exposed to significant trauma prior to 
being locked up. Most have experienced ongoing 
trauma from a very young age. Unfortunately, this 
trauma is frequently exacerbated by subsequent 
physical, emotional, and sexual victimization when 
our clients are placed in correctional facilities. 
Regardless of the label, all of us at Open City 
Advocates strive each day to help our clients 
heal, to help them find services that lift them 
up, and to help them find their own voice and 
strength to obtain their hopes and dreams.

We cannot erase the trauma our children have 
experienced, but we can and do shore up  
their resilience and resolve for a safer and 
stronger future.
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“Zoriah’s” first arrest stemmed from 
an argument with her mom about the 
privacy Zoriah craved in the one-bedroom 
apartment she shared with four siblings.  
As tempers began to flare again and the 
juvenile system was on the cusp of sending 
Zoriah to a locked facility 1,000 miles away, 
Zoriah’s attorney with Open City Advocates 
successfully advocated for her placement in 
a local independent living program. Zoriah 
soon graduated from high school and is now 
working at her first job! 


