
Since our founding, Open City 
Advocates has been determined to 
fill the gap of effective, individualized 
representation for children after they 
have been sentenced by DC’s juvenile 
court. As a result of our ongoing efforts 
to design a program model that can 
effectively meet the complex needs of 
our youth, my Co-Founder, Whitney 
Louchheim, and I have begun teaching 
an experiential learning course at 
Georgetown University Law Center. 
The course combines the substantive 
law of post-sentencing juvenile defense 
with the direct mentoring and advocacy 
that is the core of our services. Each 
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Open City Advocates serves 
approximately 40 youth each year, but 
we constantly strive to improve our 
justice system for all court-involved 
youth. Over the past year, I have had 
the honor to participate in a variety 
of collaborative efforts to improve 
supports and services for youth both 
in DC and across the country. These 
include the Youth Justice Project 
convened by DC Lawyers for Youth, the 

week, our students travel to New 
Beginnings Youth Development 
Center to meet directly with our 
clients and to support their reentry. 
Through the class, our students have 
explored topics such as the right 
to counsel, implicit racial bias, the 
history of America’s penal system, 
and the harmful effects of juvenile 
incarceration. This new structure 
gives our law students more time 
to devote to our clients and also 
gives our staff more opportunity to 
train and supervise the law students, 
which leads to better outcomes for 
our youth. 

Join Open City Advocates in our mission. Treat the young 
people in our juvenile justice system like you would your 
own. Believe in them. Care for them. Invest in them.
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2016 UPDATE

Office of the Attorney General’s 
Non-Profit Advisory Committee, 
and the US Department of Justice’s 
Federal Advisory Committee on 
Juvenile Justice. These venues provide 
me an opportunity to share with a 
larger audience the lessons we learn 
from individual cases, as well as the 
best practices we’ve cultivated over 
the last decade.

This August, New Beginnings began 
housing girls for the first time in its 
history. We look forward to expanding 
our program and accepting our first 
cohort of female clients this coming fall. 

Expanding 
Services to Girls

We are busy training our staff 
and exploring new partnerships 
to ensure our services are 
appropriately tailored to the 
particular needs of girls.



Each year, Open City Advocates 
yields reconviction rates far lower 
than the reconviction rates for youth 
released from New Beginnings who 
do not receive our services. This year, 
the contrast has become even more 
dramatic. The most recent data released 

by the DC Department of Youth 
Rehabilitation Services (DYRS) shows 
that 36% of youth are reconvicted of 
a new crime within a mere six months 
of release from New Beginnings.1 In 
comparison, only 10% of our youth have 
been reconvicted within the same time 
period. Nationally, youth incarcerated 
as juveniles are 39% less likely to 
graduate from high school and 41% 
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A Wise 
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more likely to enter adult prison by 
age 25 compared with other youth 
from the same neighborhoods.2 

In Wards 7 and 8, where most of 
our youth come from, the high 
school dropout rate is 51%.3 Add 
incarceration to that and our youth 
are at an extremely high risk of not 
returning to school. And yet at Open 
City Advocates, 86% of our youth 

have re-enrolled in school upon 
release and 77% have increased their 
employment. During the past year, 
82% of our clients in the community 
were either employed or enrolled in 
school.

Last year, Open City Advocates faced 
a $44,000 funding gap. Donors like 
you were instrumental in filling that 
gap and even helped us exceed our 
fundraising goals by $9,000! This 
tremendous support allowed us to 
focus on providing quality advocacy 
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and mentoring services to youth 
and directly reduced the amount 
of time we had to dedicate to 
fundraising.

Thank you!

We’re thrilled to join the list of nonprofits participating 
in the DC Access to Justice Commission’s Raising the 
Bar Campaign!
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Many thanks to Nathaniel and Ashleigh 
Axios for continuing to donate their time 

and energy towards all of Open City 
Advocates’ design needs.


