
Since 2005, Open City Advocates has 
been dedicated to filling the gap of 
effective, individualized representation of 
children after they have been sentenced 
by DC’s juvenile court. Although we 
are a small staff consisting of just me, 
my Co-Founder (Whitney Louchheim), 
and our Skadden Legal Fellow (Natasha 
Baker), we are tipping the scales of 
justice! In November 2017, the DC Bar’s 
Washington Lawyer magazine featured 
Open City Advocates’ innovative 
partnership with Georgetown University 
Law Center. Through an experiential 
learning course, we provide our 
clients holistic legal representation and 
mentoring services, while simultaneously 

Filling a Gap in Our  
Juvenile Justice 

System

training the next generation of social 
justice lawyers. Read the full article 
on our website! 

2017 UPDATE
FROM OUR CEO, PENELOPE SPAIN

Each year, Open City Advocates’ clients 
are reconvicted at a rate far lower 
than other youth released from New 
Beginnings who do not receive our 
services. The most recent data released by 
the Department of  Youth Rehabilitation 
Services shows that 34% of youth are 
reconvicted of a new crime within a mere 
six months of release.   In comparison, 
only 15% of our youth have been 
reconvicted in the same time period. 
In other words, our services help cut 
recidivism by more than half! 

Our Youth &  
Their Successes

Not only do our youth stay out of 
trouble, they also move in positive 
directions. This past year, our clients 
obtained vocational certifications, 

graduated from high school, and 
one youth even completed his first 
semester in college! Overall, 86% of 
our youth re-enrolled in school and 
77% increased their employment. We 
are so proud of all they have achieved!
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In these changing times, funding 
priorities are shifting. But our clients 
need just as much support, if not more, 
than ever before. Our individual donors 
help bridge critical gaps in government 
and foundation funding so that Open 
City Advocates can remain a source 
of stability in our clients’ lives. You can 
be assured that your donation is a 
sound investment because once again, 
after rigorously screening our financial 
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Make

management, 
programmatic 
and fiscal stability, 
and quality of 
services, the 
Catalogue for 

Philanthropy featured Open City 
Advocates as one of the best 
nonprofits in the DC area.  
 
Thank you!

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for 
updates throughout the year!

Many thanks to Nathaniel and  
Ashleigh Axios for continuing to donate 

their time and energy towards all of  
Open City Advocates’ design needs.

@OpenCityAdv @OpenCityAdvocates

Encouraging Legal 
Representation  

After Sentencing

Open City Advocates is cultivating 
energy both in District of Columbia 
and around the country to increase 
youth’s access to counsel once 
they have been sentenced. This 
summer, through a partnership with 
Georgetown Law’s Juvenile Justice 
Initiative and the US Department of 
Justice, Open City Advocates published 
a manual for defense attorneys to 
guide and encourage post-sentencing 
representation of youth in DC. We 
subsequently provided training for DC 
juvenile defenders on how best to 
use the manual. Although we wrote 

Join Open City Advocates in our mission. Treat the young 
people in our juvenile justice system like you would your 
own. Believe in them. Care for them. Invest in them.

the manual specifically for DC 
defenders, it also serves as a model 
for other jurisdictions.

This year, Open City Advocates has 
taken its advocacy to the next level. 
In partnership with pro bono counsel 
from Sidley Austin LLP, we filed our 
first case in the DC Court of Appeals 
asserting our client’s right to post-

Appellate 
Advocacy

sentencing legal defense. The case is 
still pending but has already served 
as an opportunity to expand our 
partnerships with local and national 
youth advocacy organizations and 
the larger legal community.

POST-DISPOSITION 
DEFENSE MANUAL

Representing Youth Committed to the 
Washington, D.C. Department of Youth 

Rehabilitation Services


